WILLIAM AND PHILIP HER-
BERT :  EARLS OF PEMBROKE
[William Herbert (1580-1630) succeeded his father as third earl
in 1601 He was immoderately given up to women and was committed to
the Fleet Prison and banished from Court for refusing to marry Mary
Fitton a Maid of Honour and a favourite of Queen Elizabeth, who was
with child by him. On the accession of James I, Pembroke secured
a high position at Court, becoming a Knight of the Garter Keeper of
the Forest of Ckrendon and Lord Lieutenant of Cornwall. In 1604
he married Lady Mary Talbot, a great heiress, and die wedding was
celebrated by a tournament at Wilton, but Clarendon said he paid
mmb too dear for bis wife's fortune by taking her person into the bargain.
He attended the death-bed of James I, who entreated him to testify
publicly that he had died a Protestant. Pembroke carried the crown
at Charles Fs coronation and was made a member of the committee
which advised the King on foreign affairs and of the Permanent
Council of War. He was deeply interested in the New World, becom-
ing a Member of the King's Council for the Virginia Company in
1609, the North West Passage Company in 1612, the Bermudas Com-
pany in 1615, the New England Company in 1620 and the Guiana
Company 1627. He was also a member ot the East India Company.
He was a patron of many poets, including Massinger and Chapman,
and every New Year's Day he sent Ben Jonson £20 to buy books.
Inigo Jones visited Italy at his expense and he was the friend of Donne
and Shakespeare, the First Folio of whose plays is dedicated To the
Most Noble and Incomparable Pair ofBretbren, William and Philip Herbert.
Philip, who succeeded his brother as fourth Earl of Pembroke, was
born in 15 84 and was named after Sir Philip Sidney. He was the chief
favourite of James I in the early years of his reign, who created him
Earl of Montgomery and made him lavish grants of land. In 1628
he received the grant of Trinidad, Tobago and the Barbadoes. He
was foul mouthed and quarrelsome and took the Parliamentary side
in the Civil War. Died 1650.]
T
certain, the Eades of Pembroke were the most
opular Peers in the West of England; but one might
oldly say, in the whole Kingdome. The Revenue of
this Family was till about 1652, 16,000 pounds per annum.
But with his Offices, and all He had thirty thousand Pounds
per annum. And, as the Revenue was great, so the greatnesse
of his Retinue, and Hospitality were answerable. One hundred
and twenty Family uprising and down lyeing: whereof you

